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THE STEWARDSHIP OF BUSINESS TALENTS 
AND POSSESSIONS. 


A steward is a person entrusted with the manage- 
ment of estates or affairs not his own—one who 
manages or disburses for another. The possession or 
powers which a steward holds are in his hands as a 
fiduciary trust. When the nobleman in the parable was 
making ready to go into a far country, he called his 
ten servants to him and handed each one pound, saying, 
“Occupy (hold possession of) till I come.” Each 
servant understood that the pound was committed to 
him in trust, to make the best possible use of for the 
sole benefit of his master during his absence. Not one 
of them thought of the pound as being his own prop- 
erty. When the time came for accounting each spoke 
of the pound as being his master’s sole property, say- 
ing, “thy pound.” The money had been received and 
utilized simply as a trust, the ownership of it not being 
questioned. 

A true steward will make the best possible use of 
that which has been entrusted to him—not that the 
least measure of gain may come to himself, but in 
order that the owner may receive the rightful increase. 
Remembering that his possessions belong to another, 
he will be faithful with that which has been committed 
to him, and will employ it to the best of his judgment 
in such a way as to serve the best interests of the 
owner. Appropriation to his own use of that which 
has been committed to him or any profit or increase 
therefrom, would be robbery. 

Stewardship, then, involves three things. First, 
occupancy, possession and control of, virtually with 
the rights and duties of the owner—this gives free- 
dom of action so that the steward can prove his 
energy, his wisdom, his fidelity. Second, responsi- 
bility—not to hold possession of thoughtlessly, heed- 
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lessly, but to guard against loss or waste, and to seize 
and improve every chance for increase and profit. 
Third, accountability—to have in constant remem- 
brance that the owner will require a reckoning, an 
accounting, with readiness to hand back the property 
with its increment whenever called upon to do so. 
Whether the time be long or short, the occupancy or 
possession is entirely at the will of the owner. Instant 
and complete surrender of all when requested is 
demanded of a true steward. 

In the days of our Saviour the steward was more 
frequently a servant, a slave—into whose care and 
keeping all the possessions of his owner were given, 
and whose first duty was to take from the estate or 
goods such portion as was necessary to maintain him- 
self in the health and strength necessary to wisely and 
actively administer the balance in the interests of the 
owner. Being a slave he owned nothing, not even 
himself; and it is when Christians take the place of 
servants in the Kingdom of their Divine Master, that 
they can enter into a true realization of the duties and 
obligations of stewardship. 

Stewardship is comprehensive. It embraces all we 
are, all we do, all we have, and all we acquire. It is 
more commonly spoken of as applying to one’s wealth 
or possessions, but to think of it in that application 
alone is to limit the Creator’s intent. In God’s mind 
the man is infinitely more valuable than his money, 
personality is eternally greater than possessions. 

We are responsible and we must account for every 
power, every talent, every attainment with which we 
are entrusted. There is our time. All time is God- 
given, and we have no right to do what we please 
with it. Our health, our strength of mind or body, 
our youthfulness or maturity, our virility, our oppor- 
tunities, our influence, our sympathies, our social, edu- 
cational and religious privileges, our power to hate or 
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love, our power to think, to plan, to speak, to write, 
to sing, our power to appropriate the good and shun 
the evil, our foresightedness, the genius of manage- 
ment, our keenness of judgment, our aptness to read 
the character of men, our quick perceptions of right 
and wrong, the gift of leadership, the ability to organ- 
ize, the power to execute,—all these, and many more, 
should be held as sacred trusts, to be used not for our 
own advantage to gain the applause or envy of our 
fellows, but that the Kingdom of God might be seen 
upon the earth. God owns us; we are His, not only 
our souls, but heart and head and hands. “It is a 
solemn thing for a man to have his responsibility con- 
stantly increased by the daily commitment to him of 
the gifts of God’s goodness and grace. We may forget 
or neglect our stewardship, we may shut God out of 
our thoughts and even deny His right to ourselves or 
anything we have, but that will not free us from the 
responsibility and the inevitable accounting.” 
Stewardship means trust, faith, confidence. Where- 
ever there is a trustee there must be an owner, a 
trustor. If we are the stewards, the trustees of all 
these possessions and powers, we must, perforce, 
acknowledge that God is the proprietor, the owner. 
We commonly forget this and speak and act as if we 
were the lords of the universe. We imagine and often 
talk about giving of our means, of our abilities, 
of our time to the Lord. Isn’t that a mistake? Can 
we give anything to God? If God owns us, then every- 
thing we have belongs to Him. The only things that 
belong to us are those qualities which make for charac- 
ter—our industry, our integrity, our goodness. These 
we must not barter away or part with for any price; 
and no man can rob us of them, They are our very 
own. God has given us a clean title to them and they 
are ours for eternity. As between ourselves we may 
be owners, may barter and sell. In dealing, one man 
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with another, one may over-reach or cheat or rob 
another, and the despoiled one may not be aware of it; 
but not so in our dealings with God. The withholding 
of one moment of time, of one dollar of money, of one 
atom of power, or one item of privilege is already 
known to Him who knoweth the heart of man. The 
law of the land has one punishment for the man who 
snatches your purse, or breaks into the house and 
steals, and another and severer punishment for the man 
who betrays a trust. One of the bitterest feelings that 
the human heart is capable of, is that which comes to 
the man whose friend has betrayed him; the traitor to 
his country is, of all men, the most execrated, and 
who can measure the anguish of the father who has 
been robbed of his means and an honored name by a 
faithless son? The children of God, entrusted with 
the gifts of His goodness and grace and having His 
good name in their keeping, should live carefully, 
prayerfully and fearfully, so that they can return to 
Him, with all rightful increase, that which He has 
honored them by trusting to them. If men willingly 
acknowledge the rights of their fellow-men to adequate 
returns for the use of property or money, shall the 
rights of the Lord God, the Creator, be ignored? 
Shall He who furnishes all the capital, and makes 
possible all the success that ensues, receive nothing 
of what is gained? Shall we who furnished so little 
take all, and give God nothing or only a small portion? 

God never surrenders His ownership, though He 
allows man almost unlimited use of His possessions. 
This is not a joint affair. We are not in partnership 
with Him. All we are and have, is absolutely His and 
His only. His is an unassailable, indisputable and 
abiding title. And we have all, through His great 
grace, to hold as trustees, to manage, to administer in 
the sole interests of the owner. Dr. C. A. Cook says: 
“As between me and my fellow-men, what I hold be- 
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longs to me, and I have the right to defend my title 
to it, but as between God and me, it belongs to Him. 
Because of His ownership He has the right to deter- 
mine to whom He shall entrust His wealth, how long 
they shall retain it, the terms on which they shall hold 
it, the uses they shall make of it, and when and what 
kind of a settlement they shall make to Him. The 
terms and conditions of a Man’s stewardship are the 
prerogative of God and in His Word they are clearly 
set forth.” 

- But the first step in a true stewardship life has not 
to do with our givings—Giving is the consummation, 
the last thing in our stewardship, which ends when we 
have given that of which we have become possessed 
or have acquired. The responsibility of stewardship 
begins with the power to do, or acquire, or possess, 
and is increased as we exercise these powers. Our 
ability to earn wages or make a profit out of business, 
as well as our opportunities to do so, are God-given. 
“Without God man can do nothing.” Any success 
we may have is due to ourselves only as we use the 
faculties and powers that God has entrusted to us. 
Man, whose best judgment is biased, whose fore- 
thought is limited, should beware of leaving God out 
of his calculations, and of forgetting Him and his 
obligations to Him when he has succeeded. We can- 
not acquire or hold anything except by God’s will. 
What He undertakes to bestow upon a man nothing 
can prevent his receiving, and what He undertakes to 
withhold no skill or cunning of man can obtain. 
Christian men should, therefore, engage in business or 
other avocation as trustees of the talents and oppor- 
tunities God has given them. They are as surely called 
to administer a sacred trust as is the Christian minis- 
ter or missionary. No man’s life will measure up to 
the wise and just demands of his Master unless he 
is possessed of a lively sense of a divine calling and 
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mission. We are not to claim that one part of our 
life is secular and another part religious. If we are 
faithful trustees, it will all be religious. 

It matters not whether the income or increase be 
small or great; in fact, we are to be held accountable 
for neglect to earn an income or to make a profit, 
if God has given_us the power and the opportunity 
to do so. “It is the duty of some men to make a 
great deal of money because God has given them that 
talent, and it is as wrong to bury that talent as any 
other.” 

Whatever their occupation, Christians are left in the 
world for one real business, the extension of Christ’s 
Kingdom, and laborer, mechanic, merchant, manu- 
facturer, banker, are under the same obligations in this 
respect as is the minister or missionary. 

The first requisite of a true steward is that he must 
deal honestly and fairly with his fellow-man; every 
dollar must be gotten honestly, according to the stand- 
ard of justice and equity in the Word of God. The 
relationships which men bear to each other must all 
be brought under this standard—honesty, truthfulness, 
frankness, thoughtfulness of the interests and feelings 
of others should govern every transaction. It is thus 
that the power and reality of Christianity will be 
demonstrated to an unbelieving world, absolutely con- 
vincing men of its divine conception, breaking down 
every objection, silencing every criticism, and con- 
straining them to become followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. A life devoted to money getting by honest 
and legitimate methods, in harmony with the true and 
lofty principles of Christian stewardship, may be as 
glorifying to God and as full of blessing to the world 
as a life devoted to preaching the gospel to the 
heathen. 

When men live their lives on a stewardship basis in 
their money getting and acknowledge their accounta- 
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bility to the Creator and Preserver of all things, there 
will be a joy in acquiring and earning that is not to be 
measured by the amount of the profit or the daily wage. 
They will be conscientious and diligent. They will not 
waste their time nor slight their work. The incomes 
and increases they receive will be accepted as a trust 
and will not be spent foolishly. There is a distinct 
call to men to serve God in their business and by their 
business, and the first note of that call is that they 
should be true stewards in the acquisition of wealth. 

Then there is the hoarding of wealth—the accumu- 
lation of possessions for greed’s sake. ‘Sometimes it 
is most misused when it is not used at all but simply 
laid away—withheld from all those beneficial uses 
which the faithful steward recognizes as the high 
purpose for which it has been entrusted to him.” The 
servant who hoarded his Lord’s pound was repri- 
manded and deprived of his pound which was forth- 
with given to him who had made good use of his 
Lord’s property and returned him his. own with in- 
terest. It is a great mistake to think that the way to 
get rich is to hold back and hoard up and stow away. 
James says, “Your gold and silver are rusted and their 
rust shall be a testimony against you.” What shall 
a man do whose earthly possessions are rapidly in- 
creasing? Should he allow himself to become im- 
mensely wealthy or should he put a reasonable limit- 
ation to his accumulations and use the increase beyond 
that limit for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom and 
the welfare of his fellow-men? The acquiring and 
conserving of great possessions is one of the serious 
problems in the lives of successful and wealthy men 
that can only be correctly solved by a true conception 
of responsibility and accountability. Men need to 
guard themselves against the sin of robbing God and 
the love of money. If a Christian stores the increase 
of his wealth it should not be simply for the sake of 
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building up a great fortune, but rather for some 
worthy object for God’s glory. Young people are 
constantly exhorted to save money and in many aspects 
this is a worthy exhortation, but the question arises 
as to what extent the true steward should lay up 
riches. The only rule that is applicable is that he must 
act as God would have him act. His will must decide. 
We cannot escape the responsibility of doing what our 
Lord wants us to do. 

This subject of stewardship goes to the very root 
of the problem of Missions, both as to men and means. 
For some men a clear conception and proper recogni- 
tion of this truth mean the consecration of their per- 
sonality to the spread of the gospel and this can only 
be met by going afield to preach the gospel; to many 
they mean the consecration of their powers and facul- 
ties by a faithful stewardship of wealth in the interests 
of the gospel, and thus the meeting of the one great- 
est need of men. 

Christian men can contribute inherited and devel- 
oped business abilities to the spread of the gospel. 
We should bear in mind the magnitude and glory of 
the work to be done for Christ. The business 
that has been committed to us is the great- 
est in, the, universe... It jis,,an. enterprise athe 
most gigantic, the most magnificent, that confronts 
mankind. When Christ on Olivet spoke the few 
simple words that sent His followers to every 
part of the then-known world he started an enterprise 
that could only have been conceived in the mind of 
an Omnipotent God. Every man upon the face of 
the earth or who ever did or ever will live in the 
world is concerned in this enterprise either as subject 
or object, either as cause or effect. The attractive- 
ness of Mission work to business men should be its 
far-reaching, its stupendous, its courageous plans. 
Christian men whose thoughts are world-wide, who 
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have successfully exploited the recesses of the earth 
for the sale of their goods, who have girdled the 
globe with the output of their factories, have within 
them the forces, given, or attained and developed, that 
should conquer the world for Christ if only these 
forces are loosed in conscious and consecrated con- 
ception of stewardship of their personality and posses- 
sions. The world needs winning and we men-need a 
world to win. Jesus’ command furnishes the incentive 
to bring out all that is biggest and best within us. 
And we are big enough for the biggest thing that God 
ever intended us to do—to carry the gospel of the 
Grace of God to every creature. 

If we would give the same energy and intelligence 
to the work of Missions that we now give to our own 
private business affairs then the proposition to evan- 
gelize the world in this generation would be ac ‘om- 
plished. If the astuteness, the restless activity, the 
shrewdness, the thoroughness, the ability to compre- 
hend great projects and the courage to execute them 
that belong to Christian men the world over can be 
enlisted with a true conception of stewardship, there 
will be a force unbound that will bring the Kingdom 
of God rapidly upon the earth. 

We are called upon to give these willingly, cheer- 
fully, gratefully, prayerfully, that they may be accept- 
able to Him whose they are and who first bestowed 
them upon us. It is not simply the putting away of 
one’s property or the using of one’s faculties, it is 
the consecration of these, not a tenth, not a portion, 
but in entirety, to the service of God, which is the 
service of men. We should so use our possessions 
and powers that the whole of them—to the very last 
dollar of money, and the very last unit of power— 
shall serve the interests of humanity, which are the 
interests of the Kingdom of God. In other words, it 
is the acknowledgment that God owns all and that 
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we are simply trustees—stewards—of the manifold 
Grace of God. 

Lord, how can I withhold 

Life’s brightest hour, 

From Thee, or gathered gold 

Or any power? 

How can I keep one precious thing from Thee 

When Thou hast*given Thine own dear self for me? 

Livingstone’s motto was: “I will place no value on 
anything that I have or may possess, except in relation 
to the Kingdom of Christ. If anything I have will 
advance that Kingdom it shall be given or kept, as 
by giving or keeping it I shall best promote the glory 
of Him to whom I owe all my hopes both for time 
and eternity.” 

After all it is largely a question of obedience. 
Stewardship of our money means God’s will of our 
money. Stewardship of our time, our talents, our 
faculties, means God’s will of these. There is a world 
without to bring to salvation, but there is first a will 
within to bring to subjection. 

The Mission of man is one part of the work of Jesus 
Christ. He cannot save the world unless we help Him. 
That is an essential part of God’s plan of salvation 
and He will not change that plan simply because men 
are negligent or forgetful or disobedient or rebellious 

He asks us to go to all men and tell them about His 
love and sacrifice for them and He asks that every- 
thing we have and are be held and used for winning 
men—a whole world of men. 


STEWARDSHIP AND OWNERSHIP. 


The law of God is the natural and necessary ex- 
pression of the life and love of God. Every law of 
God is as benevolent in its purpose as is the love of 
God itself. The Word of God reveals the basic prin- 
ciples upon which alone every human life can attain 
its highest development, its largest usefulness, and its 
most profound and enduring happiness. That all of 
life is a sacred trust is one of the most fundamental 
and constructive principles revealed and emphasized 
in the Word of God. The ultimate success of every 
life depends chiefly on the degree to which this stew- 
ardship is recognized and discharged. 

Either I belong to myself and may do what I please, 
or I belong to God and should do what He asks. We 
did not create ourselves. “God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God created he him; male 
and female created he them.”—Genesis 1:27. We can- 
not sustain our own lives. To Belshazzar in his proud 
independence and self sufficiency, God spoke, saying: 
“The God in whose hand thy breath is and whose are 
all thy ways, hast thou not glorified.”—Daniel 5:23. 
In the words of Jesus: “Which of you by being 
anxious can add one cubit unto the measure of his 
life ?’—Matthew 6:27. In addition to His ownership 
of us through creation and daily preservation, God 
claims us as his own by right of purchase. ‘Know 
ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
which is in you, which ye have from God? and ye 
are not your own: for ye were bought with a price: 
glorify God therefore in your body.”—I Corinthians 
6:19, 20. “Ye were redeemed, not with corruptible 
things, with silver or gold, from your vain manner of 
life handed down from your fathers, but with precious 
blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot, even the blood of Christ.”—J Peter 1:18, 19. 
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Stewardship does not refer chiefly or primarily to 
our possessions, but to our very life itself, with all of 
its forces, capacities, and possibilities. Money is not 
the greatest, but one of the smallest forces of which 
men are stewards. Most of the Biblical passages on 
stewardship go down far deeper into the very springs 
of life. The context of the oft-quoted passage, “It is 
required in stewards that a man be found faithful,” is 
full of profound suggestiveness. There is no refer- 
ence whatever to money in the entire passage. “All 
things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, 
or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or 
things to come; all are yours; and ye are Christ’s; and 
Christ is God’s. Let a man so account of us as of 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of 
God. Here, moreover, it 1s required in stewards that 
aman be found faithful.’—I Corinthians 3:21 to 4:2. 

It is a serious responsibility to be a steward of 
money, but how unspeakably more momentous to be 
“stewards of the mysteries of God.” The revealing 
of the nature and character of God to mankind is made 
dependent on our faithfulness in this stewardship. 
From this deepest obligation of human life, no one is 
exempt. “As every man hath received the gift, even 
so minister the same one to another, as good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God.’—I Peter 4:10. The 
splendid range and inclusiveness of this stewardship 
are strikingly summarized by Paul in the epistle to 
the Romans: “Having gifts differing according to 
the grace that was given unto us, whether prophecy, 
let us prophesy according to the proportion of our 
faith; or ministry, let us give ourselves to our min- 
istry; or he that exhorteth, to his exhorting; he that 
giveth, let him do it with liberality; he that ruleth, 
with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with cheer- 
fulness.,.—Romans 12:6-8. Among six forms of 
stewardship mentioned, giving of money comes fourth, 
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and ruling comes fifth. The order in which these 
phases of service occur seems to indicate their com- 
parative importance: 


. Prophesying (or teaching). 
. Ministering. 

. Exhorting. 

. Giving. 

. Ruling. 

. Showing mercy. 
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Being the owner of our very life itself, it would 
follow inevitably that God is the owner of all the 
wealth of the world, and that men are only tempor- 
ary trustees of that wealth. This is not left to infer- 
ence, but is reiterated persistently from Genesis to 
Revelation. ‘And he blessed him and said, Blessed 
be Abram of God Most High, possessor of heaven and 
earth—Genesis 14:19. “Behold, the heaven of 
heavens is the Lord thy God’s, the earth also, with all 
that therein is.’—Deuteronomy 10:14. “The silver is 
mine and the gold is mine saith the Lord of hosts.— 
Hagga 2:8. For every beast of the forest is mine, 
and the cattle upon a thousand hills. If I were hungry 
I would not tell thee; for the world is mine and the 
fulness thereof.”—Psalm 50:10, 12. “But who am JI, 
and what is my people, that we should be able to offer 
so willingly after this sort? for all things come of thee 
and of thine own have we given thee.”—I/ Chronicles 
29:14. “And thou shalt eat and be full, and thou 
shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good land which 
he hath given thee. Beware lest thou forget the 
Lord thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and 
his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee 
this day; lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and 
hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; and when 
thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and 
thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multi- 
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plied; then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget 
the Lord thy God, which brought thee forth out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage; who 
led thee through the great and terrible wilderness, 
wherein were fiery serpents and scorpions, and thirsty 
ground where was-no water; who brought thee forth 
water out of the rock of flint; who fed thee in the 
wilderness with manna, which their fathers knew not; 
that he might humble thee, and that he might prove 
thee, to do thee good at thy latter end: and thou say 
in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand 
hath gotten me this wealth. But thou shalt remember 
the Lord thy God, for it is he that giveth thee power 
to get wealth; that he may establish his covenant which 
he sware unto thy fathers as at this day.” —Deuteron- 
omy 8:10,18. 

The practical recognition of God’s ownership and 
man’s stewardship had its most striking exhibition 
when the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the Apos- 
tolic Church. “And the multitude of them that be- 
lieved were of one heart and soul: and not one of 
them said that aught of the things which he possessed 
was his own; but they had all things common. And 
with great power gave the apostles their witness of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace 
was upon them all. For neither was there among 
them any that lacked: for as many as were possessors 
of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices 
of the things that were sold, and laid them at the 
apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto each, 
according as any one had need.”—Acts 4:32, 1325 
That the spirit of this vivid sense of stewardship is 
meant to be perpetually operative is rendered unmis- 
takably clear by the Apostle John. “Hereby know we 
love, because he laid down his life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But 
whoso hath the world’s goods, and beholdeth his 
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brother in need, and shutteth up his compassion for 
him, how doth the love of God abide in him?’— 
I John 3:16, 17. “A man may give without loving, 
but he cannot love without giving.” Our giving is both 
the manifestation and the measure of our love. 


If God’s ownership of our possessions, our capacity, 
our time, and our very life, is fully recognized, and 
if the love of God dwells within us and is given unham- 
pered expression, we shall do both with our possessions 
and our personalities what the Owner himself would 
do, if directing these forces in person, instead of 
through us whom he has chosen and trusted as his 
stewards. 


STEWARDSHIP AND COVETOUSNESS. 


One of the most subtle, universal and blasting sins 
of the human family is covetousness. The fact that it 
is one of the ten great root-sins dealt with in the Deca- 
logue is enough to emphasize its prevalence and its 
deadliness. The ten commandments reveal supernatu- 
ral insight into human nature. They constitute for all 
time the most searching and comprehensive exposi- 
tion of the cardinal weaknesses of man. 

Covetousness is classed along with stealing, adultery 
and drunkenness, in its power to alienate a man from 
God. “Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor idol- 
aters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 
themselves with men, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall in- 
herit the kingdom of God.”—I Corinthians 6:9, 10. 
“They that are minded to be rich, fall into a tempta- 
tion and a snare and many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
such as drown men in destruction and perdition. For 
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil: which 
some reaching after have been led astray from the 
faith, and have pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows.”—I Timothy 6:9-10. ‘For this ye know of 
a surety, that no fornicator, nor unclean person, nor 
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance 
in the Kingdom of Christ and God.”—Ephesians 5:5. 
Many a man who would scorn to bow down to an 
idol made of wood or stone, commits the more subtle 
but equally damning sin of making money his idol. 
What is the cure of covetousness? or better still, what 
is its antidote? 

Fundamentally, it is a question of whether the love 
of money or the love of God is to be the master pas- 
sion of the life. If the love of God is allowed to 
dominate in all one’s life-plans, the outward manifesta- 
tion of this love will appear as obedience to the will 
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of God. “If ye love me, ye will keep my command- 
ments.”—John 14:15. If, therefore, one would have 
the perfect antidote to the spirit of covetousness, he 
will find it in the adoption of the principles of steward- 
ship revealed in the word of God. 

The Old Testament rule for overcoming covetous- 
ness was to give back to God the first tenth of all the 
blessings he bestowed upon his people. Without abro- 
gating this principle, the New Testament goes on to 
set up a much higher standard of liberality, There is 
probably no other single test of whether the love of 
money or the love of God is stronger in a man’s life, 
than the test of his willingness to give habitually to 
God at least a tithe of all his income. 

It is inconceivable that God should ever have asked 
and insisted on his people giving to him at least one- 
tenth of their income, unless there had been in human 
- nature some fundamental necessity for such system- 
atic recognition of God’s ownership of all wealth. The 
law was certainly not given because God needed the 
money, but because his people needed to give it. 
Every law of God is as benevolent in its purpose as 
the love of God itself. The law of the tithe is merely 
the expression of God’s tender solicitude for his 
people, lest they grow hard and mean in the admin- 
istration of his gifts. 


“GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE 
GAVE?’ 


“GOD LOVETH A CHEERFUL GIVER.” 


“Hereby know we love, because he laid down his 
life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren. But whoso hath the world’s goods and 
beholdeth his brother in need, and shutteth up his 
compassion from him, HOW DOTH THE LOVE OF 
GOD ABIDE IN HIM ?—I John 3:16, 17, 
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If we love like God loves, we must give like God 
gives. Conversely, if we desire to love as God loves, 
we may do much to produce that love by giving like 
God gives. 

The strongest passage in the Bible in the enforce- 
ment of the tithe, does not say anything directly about 
tithing it all. But it states a principle which applies 
to all the laws of God. The principle is stated in the 
following language: “For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin 
and of death. For what the law could not do, in that 
it was weak through the flesh; God, sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and as an offering 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the require- 
ment of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the spirit.”—Romans 8:2, 4. 
The gospel does not set aside the law, but enables us 
to fulfill it, through the indwelling life of Christ. As 
Dr. Robert Russell says, “a Christian who refuses to 
give a tithe of his income to God, is not in grace but 
in disgrace.” If the gospel does not enable us to live 
up to the requirements of the law, it does not yet rule 
our hearts with its power. 

The principle of the tithe does not exhaust the 
scriptural idea of stewardship, but it is a fundamental! 
part of it. As a matter of fact, the systematic giving 
of at least one-tenth of one’s income to God, is almost 
always the stepping-stone into the higher standards 
of stewardship and sacrifice that many Christians have 
reached. 

The habit of large-hearted generosity is a grace to 
be acquired and developed, just as faith or love or 
any other grace. “As ye abound in everything, in 
faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all earn- 
estness and in your love to us, see that ye abound in 
this grace (of giving) also.”—JI Corinthians 8:7. 
How, by any possibility, could one “abound in this 
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grace,” and yet give to God a smaller proportion than 
the Old Testament law required? It is manifest that 
Christians are expected to go far beyond the mere 
minimum of the tithe in their offerings to God. 

A further restriction on the unnecessary accumula- 
tion of wealth is made in very definite terms by Christ 
when he says: “Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
on the earth where moth and rust doth consume and 
where thieves break through and steal, but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust doth consume, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal. For where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also.”—Matthew 6:19, 
20, 21. No man can decide for another what limit 
he should set to his accumulation of wealth under this 
restriction, but the question should surely have most 
careful consideration by every Christian who is blessed 
with more possessions that he really needs for the 
modest support and protection of his family. It is a 
gratifying indication of an awakening sense of stew- 
ardship that a considerable number of men of large 
business affairs have recently decided to add nothing 
more to their capital during their lives, but to devote 
all they are able to earn to the extension of the King- 
dom of Christ throughout the world. Something like 
this, and in some cases, far more than this, will be 
done in multitudes of cases, when the spirit of covet- 
ousness gives way to the spirit of love in Jesus Christ, 
and his principles of practical stewardship are 
accepted. 

One outstanding result of the outpoured Spirit of 
God upon the Apostolic Church was their deliverance 
from the love of money, many even selling their 
possessions and giving the money to the Church. 
There is no reason to doubt that equally remarkable 
instances of the devotion of property to the extension 
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of the Kingdom of God may occur in our day, under 
the impulse of the same outpoured Spirit of God. 

Of all challenges contained in Scripture, for the 
securing of overflowing spiritual blessing, none is so 
striking and unqualified as that which makes obedi- 
ence to God in our use of money, the condition of His 
favor. 

“From the days of your fathers ye have turned aside 
from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Re- 
turn unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the 
Lord of hosts. But ye say, Wherein shall we return? 
Will a man rob God? yet ye rob me. But ye say, 
Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offer- 
ings. Ye are cursed with the curse; for ye rob me, 
even this whole nation. Bring ye the whole tithe into 
the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, 
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, 
if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.”—Malachi 3:7-10. 

There are many individuals and congregations that 
have accepted this challenge, and through the obedi- 
ence of faith have entered into the richest spiritual 
blessing of all their history. 


STEWARDSHIP AND MISSIONS. 


The most powerful force in the world is personality. 
The most effective personality can be supported at 
the lowest cost. The field in which personality yields 
the largest result is where humanity’s need is the 
greatest. Around these three fundamental proposi- 
tions cluster the arguments for the best investment of 
rroney. 

Personality makes history. No material thing, how- 
ever costly or magnificent, is a decisive factor in pro- 
ducing character or altering destiny. The great 
pyramid is the most expensive, spectacular, and per- 
manent material work of man, but one Moses is worth 
more to the human race than a thousand pyramids. 
At their best, material things are dead things, without 
constructive or vitalizing force. All the great devel- 
opments of the past centre in man. Ideas rule the 
world, not bricks and mortar, God reveals his divine 
wisdom in producing people. If you would help the 
world largely and permanently, invest in personality. 

The highest capacity and devotion are the most un- 
selfish, and therefore the cheapest. The real makers 
of history are always willing to work for less than they 
are worth in the open market. Those who live for 
the highest purposes never expect to receive a finan- 
cial equivalent for their contribution to the welfare of 
mankind. The greatest builders of history have gen- 
erally been comparatively poor men. If you would 
accomplish most with money, invest in men who are 
so absorbed with the passion to serve, that their capa- 
city can be released for a fraction of its market value. 

Service is most productive where need is greatest. 
Under favorable conditions a man can influence a 
thousand people with the same effort it would require 
under other conditions to influence ten. Mary Lyons 
said, “If you would most serve your race, go where 
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no one else will go, and do what no one else will 
do.” Especially is this true if there are places where 
vast numbers of people are yet unhelped in their deep- 
est needs. This truth is reinforced if these people are 
open to influence and responsive to light. And the 
result is further multiplied if the people helped become 
the transmitters and propagators of the truth that has 
been received. 

All of these principles find their fullest illustration 
and application in the effort now being made to edu- 
cate and liberate, to civilize and Christianize the 
nations of the earth. Men and women of the highest 
capacity and devotion can be secured for this service 
at a small proportion of what they can command for 
their work in other directions. That the need is 
supreme is evident in view of world-conditions. More 
than half the human race are still totally illiterate. 
This constitutes the outstanding educational problem 
in the world. More than half of mankind have no 
scientific knowledge of sanitation, hygiene, medicine, 
or surgery, and are suffering all the unspeakable re- 
sults of such ignorance. The broadest philanthropy 
ever conceived by the mind of man is to lift the burden 
of unnecessary suffering from these myriads of our 
brother men. More than half of the people in the 
world are still groping in the dark in their ideas of 
right human and divine relationships, knowing neither 
the fatherhood of God nor the brotherhood of men. 
This condition presents the supreme religious oppor- 
tunity of history. 

If one is interested in education, why not send a 
shipload of devoted college graduates to China, where 
a quarter of the human race is asking to be taught 
how to read? 

If one is interested in philanthropy, why not 
establish a chain of medical colleges in China or 
Africa, and raise up a hundred thousand trained native 
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doctors to lift the burden of unnecessary pain from 
millions of men and women and little children? 

If one is interested in religion, why not give to a 
thousand or a million people in one of the great un- 
reached nations their first definite knowledge of that 
light which is above the brightness of the sun? 

If North America is to do her share of this work, it 
is believed that the present gifts of just over ten mil- 
lions a year, from the United States and Canada, 
should be increased to approximately fifty millions a 
year. This would still be less than 20 per cent. of 
what is being spent each year in the United States 
alone for similar purposes. Instead of impoverishing 
ourselves by such service, nothing else would so en- 
rich our national life. The reflex influence of the 
work would alone be worth many times the cost of 
the enterprise. 

Individual men and women have invested millions 
of dollars in museums, art galleries, universities, 
libraries, and other material objects, and all of these 
investments have had their value. But it remains for 
others with prophetic foresight and discriminating 
recognition of the real forces that make human his- 
tory, to invest other millions in the location of capable, 
devoted, and self-sacrificing personality at strategic 
centres among the depressed and backward races and 
nations of the earth. If this were done on an adequate 
scale, more world-progress could be recorded in the 
next twenty-five years than has been made in the 
past eighteen centuries. 

This is the psychological moment for turning the 
tides of whole peoples in the channels of human 
progress. Never before were great nations so plastic 
as they are at present. The power of money never 
multiplies so rapidly as when used for the production 
of character. It is better for one to give a thousand 
dollars now than for his heirs to give ten thousand 
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twenty years from now, even if it were sure that they 
would do it. 

Great as is the opportunity of those who can invest 
by the thousand or the million, it is open to every one 
to have an important part in the accomplishment of 
the same supreme objective. Some who can only give 
hundreds, may influence others to invest millions; and 
the systematic contributions of the rank and file will 
aggregate more than the out-poured treasure of any 
individual. “No man has done his duty till he has 
done his best.” “From every man according to his 
ability, to every man according to his need.” We are 
citizens of the world. Our main purpose is to improve 
the human race. 

To one who has not made a special investigation of 
the cost of supporting missionaries and their work, it 
is amazing how much can be accomplished by a com- 
paratively small investment. A whole district can 
be occupied and evangelized at a cost easily within 
the reach of thousands of individuals, to say nothing 
of individual churches. The average amount needed 
to occupy missionary districts is approximately as 
follows: 


$ 2,500 per year to reach a district containing 25,000 


5. 000 “ HY of 50,000 
10, 000 “ec (73 (73 (73 (13 (73 ““ 100,000 
25,000 (a3 (79 (73 (qs (73 (<9 (73 250,000 
50,000 (73 “cc (73 (73 (79 (73 ‘““ 500,000 


100,000 “cc “ce i 9 ce ce ce ce 1,000,000 


These amounts will cover the salary of the mission- 
aries, together with the support of about ten native 
helpers with each missionary; also the traveling ex- 
penses and buildings required. 

As the cost of necessary buildings comes chiefly in 
the opening years, it is an advantage if the average 
amount needed can be increased during the first few 
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years. It can then be reduced after the equipment 
has been provided. 

A man or a dollar will go further on the mission 
field than anywhere else in the world. To those who 
have come to realize that “the field is the world,” and 
that all life is a sacred stewardship, one of the supreme 
joys of life is to administer this trust with reference 
to the speedy occupation and evangelization of those 
now sitting in darkness in the shadow of death. 

During a period of twenty years, Dr. John F. 
Goucher, of Baltimore, invested one hundred thous- 
and dollars in India in the support of missionary effort 
and fifty thousand idolaters turned away from heathen- 
ism, confessing Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

In view of the tremendous privileges and obliga- 
tions of stewardship, in its relation to missions, Mr. 
J. N. Shenstone, Secretary-Treasurer of the Massey- 
Harris Company, of Toronto, has decided and pub- 
licly stated that he will henceforth add nothing to his 
capital, but will use his whole income to extend the 
Kingdom of God throughout the earth. 

At a great men’s missionary convention at Birming- 
ham, Alabama, a business man from Tennessee gave 
$10,000 to help equip the missions of his own church 
in the Orient. This amount was more than one- 
seventh of his entire property. On being congrat- 
ulated upon his large contribution, his response was, 
“TI promised the Lord that if he would prosper me, I 
would do the square thing by him, and I am only 
trying to keep my promise.” 

A business man in Winnipeg, with an income of 
about $15,000 a year, has decided to live on one-third 
of it in order to give at least $10,000 a year to the 
Lord for His work. 

A merchant from North Carolina said a while ago: 
“Before this Laymen’s Movement with its message 
came to my attention, my ambition was to be worth 
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a million dollars, but now my highest ambition is to 
see how much good I can do with my life and my 
possessions,” 

A successful business man from Georgia has de- 
cided to live on the same amount which his brother 
is receiving as a missionary in China, that he may 
have the balance to devote to the propagation of Chris- 
tianity. 

A public school teacher in Pittsburgh is supporting 
her own American representative in India on a salary 
of $500 a year. 

A business man in Brooklyn is living on one-tenth 
of his income, and giving nine-tenths to the Lord. 

Thus afresh the old Apostolic spirit is being ex- 
hibited, when “not one of them said that aught of the 
things that he possessed was his own.” 

If the world’s dire spiritual need can be the occa- 
sion for calling the men of the Church back from 
covetousness, and greed and the love of money, to the 
love of men and love of God, and the laying of treas- 
ure at the feet of Christ for the triumph of His cause, 
then indeed will the Church be saved and glorified in 
her effort to save the world. 
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